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Construction contract nearly ready 
to be signed
RATCH-Australia is in the final stages of 

agreeing the EPC (Engineering,

Procurement and Construction) contract 

covering the supply of the wind turbines for the 

project as well as all the associated design and 

construction activities. This will be a very 

significant milestone and will mark the 

beginning of the next phase of the project.

The EPC contractor will be Vestas Australian 

Wind Technology, the Australian arm of Danish 

company Vestas Wind Systems. Vestas are one 

of the world’s leading wind turbine suppliers 

and have an extensive track record in Australia 

for successfully delivering wind farm projects of 

the size of the Collector Wind Farm.

We expect to sign the contract with Vestas in 

early November 2018, with construction 

commencing on site in the first few months of 

2019. That will follow the Department of 

Planning & Environment’s decision on the

planning modification application for the 

upgrade to Lerida Road South which was 

submitted in September 2018.

We will provide more information about the 

contract and about planned timings once the 

contract has been signed and once the final 

construction timetable has been confirmed.

In the meantime, Vestas will focus on a range of 

other pre-construction activities – including 

finalising grid connection for the integration of 

the project in the national electricity market, 

finalising number of key construction 

environmental management plans, and 

mobilisation in preparation for construction to 

start on site.

Employment and business 
opportunities with the project
In preparation for construction, Vestas and its 

Balance of Plant Contractor, Downer 

Engineering, will be seeking to maximise local 

business and employment opportunities. 

More specific information on contact details and

specific opportunities / work packages will be 

advertised once the contract has been 

executed, however anyone interested in such 

employment, subcontracting or service / 

equipment supply arrangements for the project 

can provide details:

 - via email at collector@ratchaustralia.com or

 - via the website at   

   www.collectorwindfarm.com.au/

   businessopportunities

and the information will be provided to the 

construction team.



When construction starts, the first task will be to upgrade Lerida Road 

South to provide a suitable access onto the site. The scope of work is 

defined in the planning consent, as has been required by Upper 

Lachlan Shire Council (ULSC). It will involve smoothing the corners, 

widening, and surfacing the road for a distance of approximately 6.5km 

from the intersection with the Hume Highway. 

A planning modification application has been submitted to the 

Department of Planning and the Environment (DoPE) to incorporate the 

works into the existing planning approval (see August 2018 Newsletter).

The proposed design of the upgrade has been developed and finalised 

in consultation with the Engineering Services Team at ULSC. A final 

Council approval (s138) will be required prior to any construction activity 

commencing on site, including full details of the design, construction 

activities, tra�c management procedures, and timing for completion.

Following the road upgrade works, construction will be able to 

commence on site, starting with the establishment of the site 

construction compound and installation of the access road to the 

substation location. This will enable TransGrid to access the site to 

commence construction on the substation.

Lerida Road South Upgrade
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Collector Wind Farm Website
Ratch has built a dedicated website for 
Collector Wind Farm to provide a single point 
of information about the project and its 
development, as well as a providing details of 
communication channels between interested 
stakeholders and the project team.

The project team is gradually uploading and 
transitioning all existing relevant project 
information onto this website. All new 
information will be uploaded here to ensure it 
is easily accessible.

The website includes sections as follows:

• An overview and the Collector Wind 

Farm project.

• A timeline for the construction 

programme, updated as the details are 

finalised between Ratch and the 

contractor. 

• Information about the project’s 

Community Consultative Committee and 

minutes of recent meetings (from 2017).

• Information about the Community 

Enhancement Fund (the money committed 

from the project to support local community 

projects).

• Planning Documentation, including all 

planning consent applications and 

supporting information.

• Information related to the specific 

conditions of consent, such as the 

Environmental Management Plans.

• Di�erent ways to contact the Ratch 

project team, to provide feedback or 

comments, register for business or 

employment opportunities, or subscribe to 

receive our project newsletter.

• General information about Ratch Australia.



TECHNICAL DESIGN WORK

There are a range of technical activities 

underway to prepare the project for construction 

such as; 

•  detailed design works, 

•  development of the project works scope 

 and technical specification,

•  and optimisation of the layout.  

(See more details in our August 2018 newsletter)

PLANNING CONSENT REQUIREMENTS

Extensive work is in progress to address the 

pre-construction requirements of the planning 

consent.  Some of these requirements require 

submission to, and approval of, the DoPE before 

any construction activities can commence. 

Such requirements include (amongst others):

• Final layout plans, with details of any 

micrositing of wind turbines or ancillary 

infrastructure 

• Preparation of a range of management plans:

 · Bird & Bat Adaptive Management 

 Program
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Pre-Construction Activities
 · Bushfire Risk Management Plan 

 · Design & Landscaping Plan 

 · Construction Environmental Management 

 Plan

 · Construction Noise & Vibration 

 Management Plan

· Construction Tra�c & Access 

 Management Plan

 · Construction Heritage and Flora & Fauna 

 Management Plans

• Consultation with a wide range of key 

stakeholders in regards to final layouts and 

construction plans, such as:

 · AirServices Australia and the Civil 

 Aviation Safety Authority

 · Rural Fire Service

 · Government Telecommunications 

 Authority and communications licensees 

 · Department of Lands

 · ULSC and Roads & Maritime Services 

 (RMS)

 · O�ce of Environment & Heritage

When complete, all relevant documents and 

plans will be uploaded to the Collector Wind 

Farm website at www.collectorwindfarm.com.au.

Ratch has built a dedicated website for 
Collector Wind Farm to provide a single point 
of information about the project and its 
development, as well as a providing details of 
communication channels between interested 
stakeholders and the project team.

The project team is gradually uploading and 
transitioning all existing relevant project 
information onto this website. All new 
information will be uploaded here to ensure it 
is easily accessible.

The website includes sections as follows:

• An overview and the Collector Wind 

Farm project.

• A timeline for the construction 

programme, updated as the details are 

finalised between Ratch and the 

contractor. 

• Information about the project’s 

Community Consultative Committee and 

minutes of recent meetings (from 2017).

• Information about the Community 

Enhancement Fund (the money committed 

from the project to support local community 

projects).

• Planning Documentation, including all 

planning consent applications and 

supporting information.

• Information related to the specific 

conditions of consent, such as the 

Environmental Management Plans.

• Di�erent ways to contact the Ratch 

project team, to provide feedback or 

comments, register for business or 

employment opportunities, or subscribe to 

receive our project newsletter.

• General information about Ratch Australia.

www.collectorwindfarm.com.au
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Collector Community 
Consultative Committee 
The Collector Wind Farm Community Consultative 

Committee (CCC) was established by Ratch in 2012 and 

operates in compliance with the Community Consultative 

Committee Guidelines, Nov 201 (NSW).

The CCC acts as an advisory body and meets quarterly to help inform Ratch of community 

interest and feedback on the Collector Wind Farm project.  In particular, the CCC has been 

instrumental in negotiating with us to develop the structure and the framework for the 

administration of the community enhancement funds that will flow from the project.

Community

Members

John Hoskins

James McKay

Brian Mor

Gary Poile

Richard Stacy

Martha Truelove

Tony Walsh

Upper Lachlan 

Shire Council

John Sta�ord 

(Mayor)

Ratch

Neil Weston

(Other sta� from 

time to time.)

Independent Chair 

(Appointed by DoPE)

Margaret Harvie

The next meeting of the CCC is scheduled for Wednesday 21 Nov 2018. The 

minutes from every meeting are uploaded to the Collector Wind Farm website 

(once finalised). 

Membership of the CCC comprises the following 
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Collector Wind Farm 
Community 
Enhancement Fund
As part of the project approval, Ratch committed to 

creating an annual community fund of $240,000 per 

year to support local projects in the Collector region. 

The funds will be available for the life of the project 

for the funding of community projects within a 10km 

radius around the wind farm. 

The community enhancement funds will be split 

between the Council-managed section 355 (s355) 

Committee fund and a community-managed Trust 

Fund. 

The Council-managed section 355 fund

Ratch is working with ULSC to endorse the s355 

fund.  The Council has confirmed the following 

actions to complete:

 

1. Draft Collector Community Enhancement Fund 

Voluntary Planning Agreement (VPA) presented 

to a full Council meeting on 18 Oct, 2018.

2. The Community Enhancement Fund VPA to be 

placed on public exhibition for review / 

comment for a 28-day period.

3. Following exhibition, a report will be placed 

before full Council for endorsement, scheduled 

to be the Council Meeting on 20 Dec;

4. Following Council endorsement, the 

Community Enhancement Fund VPA will be 

forwarded to Ratch for counter-party execution.
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The community-managed Trust Fund. 

This year Ratch has been consulting with the Collector community to confirm whether a 

community-managed fund is supported and to seek feedback on how to structure and 

manage the fund and how the money should be used. 

To reiterate on our activities to date:

 

A summary of the workshop discussions are published at 

www.collectorwindfarm.com.au

Upcoming third workshop
to discuss the community-managed Trust Fund 

This workshop will be an opportunity to continue the key points of discussion 

and confirm the details for the set up and structure of the community-managed 

Trust Fund.

DATE: Thursday 22nd November, 2018 at 6.30pm, Collector Village Hall

You are invited to attend, discuss the options with fellow community members 

and give feedback to us about the preferred way forward.

Please RSVP to attend the workshop: 

Email:  collector@ratchaustralia.com, 

phone: 02 8913 9400

online: www.collectorwindfarm.com.au/events. 

• On Thursday 30 August at 6.30pm 

we held a second community 

workshop to continue the discussion. 

The focus of this second workshop 

was the proposed structure for the 

community-managed Trust Fund. 

All participants confirmed the 

preference for having two funds (i.e. 

a community-managed trust fund as 

well as the stipulated Council 

managed fund). Thirteen people 

attended the meeting and gave their 

views as well as useful feedback and 

ideas.

• On Thursday 17 May at 6.30pm we 

held a community workshop Hotel to 

discuss the proposed split fund 

concept for the Community 

Enhancement Fund. Thirteen people 

attended the meeting and 

contributed to a constructive 

discussion. 

Most community members in 

attendance expressed a preference 

for the split fund concept, while some 

felt they needed more information 

before forming a view.
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Project Information Sessions 
Ratch will be in the Collector area at end of November to give community members the opportunity to 

meet with the project team and discuss the details and status of the project.

Planned activities are as follows;

Wed 21 Nov; 6.30pm   CCC Meeting 

     (CCC members only)

Thurs 22 Nov; 6.30pm   Community-managed Trust Fund Workshop

     Collector Village Hall 

     (All welcome – please come at 6.30pm)

Fri 23 Nov; 3.30-7.30pm  CWF Information Session

     Collector Village Hall

     (All welcome – drop in any time)

Sat 24 Nov; 9.30-11.30am  CWF Information Session

     Collector Village Hall

     (All welcome – drop in any time)

Sun 25 Nov; 9am – 1pm  CWF Information Stand at Collector Community 

     Market Day

     Collector Village Hall

     (All welcome – drop in any time)

Given that we will be in the area for a few days, we would also be happy to meet with people 

individually or in small groups to discuss specific aspects or questions about the project. 

If you would like to do this, please contact us to set up a specific time and place.

E: collector@ratchaustralia.com

T: Neil Weston – 02 8913 8406

T: 24 hr contact – 1800 280 013



About 
RATCH-Australia 
RATCH-Australia is an independent power producer in 

Australia and owns a portfolio of power generation 

assets, with an installed capacity of more than 1,000 

MW. This portfolio Includes gas fired power stations, a 

solar farm, and wind farms around Australia.

 

Ratch’s fully operating wind farms are Toora Wind Farm 

(Victoria), Windy Hill Farm (Queensland), and Starfish 

Wind Farm (South Australia).

 

In addition, Ratch has two construction projects in the 

latter stages of commissioning, with the Mount Emerald 

Wind Farm and the Collinsvale solar farm (both in 

Queensland) having commenced generation in 

September of this year.

 

RATCH-Australia has its head o�ce in Sydney with a 

regional o�ce located in Brisbane.

Windy Hill Wind Farm

Mount Emerald Wind Farm

Townsville Power Station

Collinsville Solar

Brisbane o�ce

Sydney O�ceKwinana Power Station

Kemerton Power Station Collector Wind Farm

Toora Wind Farm

Starfish Hill
Wind Farm

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
www.collectorwindfarm.com.au

email:collector@ratchaustralia.com 
T: 24 hr contact – 1800 280 013

Project Team: 
Neil Weston 02 8913 9406
Greg Tischljar 02 8913 9405


