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RATCH-Australia is continuing 
to progress a wide range of 
pre-construction activities for 
the Collector Wind Farm. We 
are planning to complete all of 
the regulatory and contractual 
obligations by December 2018. 
Our goal is to commence the 
first elements of construction in 
late 2018 or early 2019. 

As our work develops, and details about project go 

ahead and dates are confirmed, we will share this 

information with you. 

Where
we’re at
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Generation Per Year

550GWh



The full construction program is likely to 
take 18 to 20 months from start to finish.  
As the work above is finalised, further 
details of the timing of specific activities 
will be shared. 

The initial construction activities will include 

upgrades along Lerida Road South, from the 

intersection with the Hume Highway, past the 

site’s main entrance (which is about 2km along 

this road), to a point approximately 6km from the 

Hume Highway (as required by the project 

approval).  

Ratch has engaged a range of 
specialist consultants and contract 
engineers to undertake specific, 
required works, including:

TECHNICAL: 

•  Continued engineering work to optimise the 

design and layout of the wind farm (within 

the requirements of the project approval).

• Development of the project work scope and 

technical specifications for the contractor 

who will deliver the project.

• Development and agreement of the 

construction, operations and maintenance 

contracts for execution between Ratch and 

the engineering contractor.

GRID CONNECTION:

• Development and agreement of the 

generator performance standards with the 

transmission owner (TransGrid) and the grid 

owner (AEMO).

• Definition of the transformer specifications 

for the substation. 

• Agreement on contracting arrangements 

with TransGrid for delivery of the substation.
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Pre-construction activities

Initial construction activities 

ENERGY NETWORK ANALYSIS: 

• Assessment of the way Collector Wind Farm 

can be integrated into the wider grid network.

WIND FORECASTING: 

• Completion of a full analysis of all of the 

on-site and Bureau of Meteorology wind and 

weather data, to further refine energy 

generation forecasts for the project.

INSURANCE: 

• Confirmation that all required insurances are / 

will be in place to manage relevant project 

risks.

OTHER KEY ACTIVITIES UNDERWAY INCLUDE:

• Design work for the widening and upgrade of 

Lerida Road South, in conjunction with Upper 

Lachlan Shire Council, to ensure safe access 

for construction of the project.

• Progressing the approvals process for that 

upgrade work to be undertaken.

• Preparation and submission of a modification 

application for planning approval to permit the 

revised design and location of the grid 

connection infrastructure, proposed by 

TransGrid.

Other initial activities will include establishment 

of construction management facilities, and the 

construction of an internal road to allow access 

to site of the project’s substation located 

between the existing transmission lines at the 

northern end of the site.

No construction tra�c will be permitted along 

the Collector-Gunning Rd.

The first main activities on site such as 

preparation of turbine foundations are likely to 

begin during autumn 2019. 



Full details of the approval conditions, the Department’s assessment and recommendations 

can be found on the Department of Planning and Environment’s website 

http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=7318 

COLLECTOR WIND FARM UPDATE4

Project Approval
In July 2016, the NSW Planning and Assessment 

Commission* made final a determination to approve our 

modification application. The project is the same as 

approved at that time, with the number of turbines and their 

locations as defined in that project approval.  Ratch must 

construct the turbines within 100m of these locations.

The approved layout is shown below.
 

As part of the ongoing work 

with TransGrid, the 

proposed connection to the 

grid has changed since 

planning approval was 

granted. Ratch was advised 

by the Department of 

Planning and Environment 

that a ‘minor’ modification 

application was required to 

make this this change. 

That modification 

application is likely to be 

submitted to the DoPE 

before the end of August 

2018 and information will be 

available online for public 

review and comment. 

Further details are provided 

on the following page
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COLLECTOR WIND FARM

New substation location
with respect to the 2016 
approved substation footprint

°

Hume Highway

Transgrid laydown location
Switching station
Original development footprint

!( Original lattice tower
HV line
Coms cable trench

New development footprint
surrounding new substation
New switching room/substation 

!( New lattice tower
New HV lines

2016 approved

New infastructure

Connection 
Modification
Earlier this year, TransGrid advised Ratch that 

the available transmission capacity in the 

southern HV line (the original connection 

proposed) had been reduced due to other 

new generation connections into this line.  

As a result, this could impact the ability of 

the wind farm to export all its power into the 

electricity market.  

Hence TransGrid proposed connection into 

the northern HV line to minimise this risk, 

and extensive work has been done to 

redesign the connection with limited change 

from the original proposal. The proposed 

changes to the connection are illustrated in 

the figure below.
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As part of the project approval, Ratch committed to 

creating an annual community fund to support 

local projects in the Collector region. This 

commitment has been enshrined in the project 

approval.

The funds will be available for the life of the project 

for local community projects within a 10km radius 

around the wind farm. Projects could include ideas 

such as equipment purchases, facility construction, 

renovation or rehabilitation projects, sponsorships 

for sporting or community organisation, and 

education scholarships or busaries. 

Community Enhancement Fund
Based on feedback from the Community 

Consultative Committee, Ratch is 

proposing a split fund structure that will 

share the annual funding of $240,000 

between a Council-managed section 355  

Committee and a community-managed 

Trust Fund. 

From the total fund, the trust would receive 

$80k in the first year and $60k in each of 

the subsequent years throughout the 

(approximate 25 year) life of the project.

Project Information Sessions
Ratch will soon hold a number of project information sessions to give community 

members the opportunity to meet with the project team, ask questions and 

discuss the details and status of the project.

These ‘drop-in’ sessions will be held at the Collector Village Hall on:

• Friday 31 August: 3.30pm – 7.30pm

• Saturday 1 September: 9.30am – 11.30am

• Saturday 1 September: 2.30pm – 4.30pm

We look forward to seeing you then.
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In recent months, Ratch has been consulting with 

the Collector community to discuss whether the 

split fund concept is supported and seek feedback 

on how to structure and manage the fund and how 

the money should be used. 

On Thursday 17 May at 6.30pm we held a 

community meeting at the Bushranger Hotel 

Thirteen people attended the meeting and 

contributed to a constructive discussion. A written 

summary of this meeting has been published on the 

website at www.collectorwindfarm.com.au/#events. 

Subsequent to this, Ratch also attended a meeting 

of the Collector Community Association on 18 June 

to talk with more people.

Map of the 10km
around the wind farm

Report from community meeting
about the proposed Community Enhancement Fund

Most community members in attendance at these 

meetings expressed a preference for the split fund 

concept, while some felt they needed more 

information before forming a view.

We will hold a second workshop on Thursday 30th 

August at 6.30pm at the Collector Hall. 

We welcome the involvement of more community 

members to give feedback about the preferred 

option. 

To attend this workshop please RSVP by 
Email: collector@ratchaustralia.com 

Phone: 02 8913 9400 

Online: www.collectorwindfarm.com.au/#events

















 




















 






 






























 






      














About 
RATCH-Australia 
RATCH-Australia is an independent power producer in 

Australia and owns a portfolio of power generation 

assets, with an installed capacity of more than 1,000 

MW. This portfolio includes gas fired power stations and 

wind farms around Australia.

Ratch’s operating wind farms are Toora Wind Farm 

(Victoria), Windy Hill Wind Farm (Queensland), and 

Starfish Wind Farm (South Australia). 

In addition, Ratch has two projects currently under 

construction. The Mount Emerald Wind Farm and the 

Collinsville solar farm (both in Queensland) are 

approaching the end of their construction phases and 

will have their first generation in August and September 

this year. . RATCH-Australia has its head o�ce in Sydney 

with a regional o�ce located in Brisbane. 

Windy Hill Wind Farm

Mount Emerald Wind Farm

Townsville Power Station

Collinsville Solar

Brisbane o�ce

Sydney O�ceKwinana Power Station

Kemerton Power Station Collector Wind Farm

Toora Wind Farm

Starfish Hill
Wind Farm

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
www.collectorwindfarm.com.au

Project managers: 
Anthony Yeates, phone (02) 8913 9407, Neil Weston, phone (02) 8913 9406 

Or contact us by email at: collector@ratchaustralia.com 


